Ithough there has been considerable research1 on the impact o f the mass media on v o t i n g behavior, the r e s u l t s appear t o be contradictory.
I n general, however, there appears t o be two d i s t i n c t , and f r e q u e n t l y c o n f l i c t i n g , impressions o f media e f f e c t s . Morris Janowi t z , f o l lowing h i s review o f the 1 i t e r a t u r e f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Encyclopaedia o f the Social Sciences, w r i t e s that,
S c i e n t i s t s V i e w Media As I m p o t e n t In s u r v e y i n g the e x t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h on mass c o n m u n i c a t i o n s , one f i n d s t h a t there a r e g r e a t gaps between the o r i e n t a t i o n s o f s o c i a l scientists and those o f mass medi um personnel and their critics. F i r s t , there i s a g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e i n estim a t e s o f the effectiveness and p o t e n c y o f the mess medi urn based on the f i n d i n g s o f s o c i a l scientists a s compared w i t h the v i e w p o i n t s o f those d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n o p e r a t i n g the c h a n n e l s of mass connnunication. Mass media p e r s o n n e l , a s w e l l a s their critics, t e n d t o contend t h a t the mass media a r e a l l -p e r v a s i v e i n f l u e n c e s and powerful a g e n t s o f s o c i a l change. They p o i n t t o the long-term consequences o f the mass media i n f a s h i o n i n g t a s t e s and moral s t a n d a r d s and i n c r e a t i n g images o f p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s . While s o c i a l scientists c o n t i n u e t o d i f f e r i n their p a r t i c u l a r i n f e r e n c e s and conclusions, i n general t h e y t e n d t o v i e w the i m p a c t o f the mass media a s c i r c u m s c r i b e d . They see the mass media a s l i m i t e d a g e n t s o f s o c i a l change and a s o n l y one element among others, s u c h a s t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o g r e s s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l controls, c u l t u r a l and i d e o l o g i c a l forms, and the p r o c e s s e s o f s o c i a li z a t i o n and p e r s o n a l i t y development . 6
The Press A s King Maker?
The l a c k o f any consensus i n the findings o f the various studies on media influence on p o l i t i c s and voting behavior indicates t h a t findings i n t h i s f i e l d o f study are tentative. Though J.P. Robtnson, i n h i s s u i t a b l y t i t l e d a r t i c l e , "The Press as King Maker," expresses confidence i n the l i n k between newspaper endorsements and presidential voting behavior i n the U.S., B u t l e r and Stokes i n t h e i r longit u d i nal analysis o f B r i t i s h p a r t i s a n preferences concl ude t h a t while the press may e x e r t some short-term influence, and have some p o t e n t i a l f o r long term e f f e c t s , on voting t h i s i s overwhelmed by other determinants of voting be- Such an opportunity emerged when the Progressive Conservative p a r t y o f Canada held, i n February 1976, a national p a r t y leadership convention. This convention had the advantage, as the basis f o r a study, o f being a national pol itica1,event of some consequence, while a t the same time i n v o l v i n g a l i m i t e d number o f people.
The National Party Leadership Convention i n Canada
The national p a r t y leadership s e l e c t i o n system i n Canada can best be described as a B r i t l s h American hybrid. P r i o r t o the development o f the convention system, Canadian party leaders were chosen by the par1 iamentary caucus, though conventions were sometimes held t o choose p r o v i n c i a l party leaders. I n 1919 the Ltberal p a r t y held i t s fret leadership convention and the Progressive Conservative p a r t y d i d l i k e w i s e i n 1927. With t h i s break from B r i t i s h procedure "Canadian p a r t i e s opted for a leadership selection system which had the marked e f f e c t o f opening up p a r t y leadership positions t o non-federal and non-1 egis1 a t i v e pol i t i c i a n s as i t had i n the U.S."9 Several c r u c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s between the U.S. and Canadian systems remain however. When elected leader the Cana- come from a remarkably narrow socio-economic base. Since
one e x c e l l e n t way of ensuring t h a t one w i l l n o t rise t o t h e t o p o f the Liberal p a r t y i s t o s t a r t a t t h e bottom

Delegates Atypical
Canadian p a r t i e s generally do n o t maintain constituency organizations w i t h a l a r g e continuing membership most delegates are chosen from r e g u l a r a c t i v i s t s , many o f whom hold memberships purchased j u s t p r i o r t o delegate nomi nat i o n meetings. Studies o f such p a r t y a c t i v i s t s show t h a t they come from a much more p r i v i l e g e d sector o f s o c i e t y than do the r e g u l a r voters f o r t h e i r party. l 2 Not surp r i s i n g l y , then, a s i m i l a r conclusion has been reached i n a study o f convention del egates . ' Despite t h i s narrow delegate background, Smiley argues t h a t i n Canada leadership conventions have become progress i v e l y more open and democratic and suggests t h a t t h i s i s p a r t l y due t o the more comprehensive press coverage o f conventions which permits more candidate coverage and publishes delegate and pub1 i c opinion pol 1 s . '
The advantages o f the leadership convention f o r an analysis o f the impact o f the media on voting decisions are numerous. Delegates are, as has been said, atypical , b u t t h i s i s an advantage i n i t s e l f since the delegates are a pol i t i c a l l y interested and comni t t e d group, they have t o choose between a greater number o f candidates than i s normal i n a par1 iamentary election, and since they come from a1 1 parts o f the country they have had onlya a 1 ? m i ted opportunity t o meet a l l the candidates i n the contest. I n such cfrcumstances one would assume t h a t the media would be i n a p a r t i c u l a r l y strong p o s i t i o n t o influence voting preferences.
Media I n f l u e n c e I t would appear t h a t the media could influence the vote T h e Vote In i n one o f three ways:
T h r e e Ways
(1 ) Through the creation of a bandwagon e f f e c t i n favour of t h a t candidate who had been shorn t o be most popular among del egates and the pub1 i c .
(2) Through d i r e c t press support f o r one o r several candidates.
( Thus i t would appear t h a t the media c e r t a i n l y d i d not create a bandwagon e f f e c t t n favour o f one o r two leading candidates. I t I s even possible t h a t d i r e c t media support and coverage may have had a negative e f f e c t on candidate support. When Mr. Mulroney, the only major candidate who d i d n o t have l e g i s l a t t v e experience was dubbed the "media candidate" t h i s t e n expressed, a t the convention, a sentiment of opprobrium r a t h e r than one o f approval. More sign i f i c a n t l y when delegates were asked whether they f e l t t h a t media coverage o f the convention was f a i r t o a l l candidates 11 per cent were unsure, 42 per cent r e p l i e d t h a t i t was while 47 per cent said t h a t i t was not. What i s s t a r t l i n g about t h i s r e s u l t i s t h a t i t i s t r u e f o r almost a1 1 groups a t the convention. When rank-order c o r r e l ations were c a r r i e d o u t between t h i s variable and occupation, educatton, Sncome, sex, age, province o f residence, language and community size, none were s i g n i f i c a n t a t the .05 l e v e l . I n fact the only finding o f any significance was i n r e l a t i o n t o candidate support. It was discovered t h a t supporters of r i g h t wing candidates were more l i k e l y t o d i s t r u s t the press. * The definition o f c e n t r e -l e f t and r i g h t wing positions are based on delegates' perceptions of t h e i r candidates p o l i ti c a l stand. I n t h e case o f the two most r i g h t wing candidates almost none o f t h e i r supporters considered the media t o be f a i r whi 1 e supporters o f the more l e f t 1 eaning candidates were more evenly d i s t r i b u t e d . I t i s s t g n i f i c a n t t h a t almost h a l f o f t h e delegates considered media coverage u n f a i r and w h i l e t h i s does n o t d ir e c t l y r e l a t e t o the impact o f e d i t o r i a l support i t does view the medfa w t t h suspicion the impact o f t h a t support w i 11 be constderably reduced.
When those delegates who considered media coverage unf a i r were asked why, 61 per c e n t s a i d t h a t they considered the coverage t o be biased w h i l e a f u r t h e r 8 per cent considered much o f the coverage t o be inaccurate.
Such r e s u l t s suggest t h a t the media's r o l e i n transm i t t i n g the p o l i c i e s of each candidate t o t h e delegates w i 11 be minimized. When those delegates who were comni t t e d t o a candidate, o r who s t a t e d a preference, were asked the reasons f o r t h e i r support 25 per cent i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was a r e s u l t o f personal meetings w i t h the candidate, t h i s despite t h e f a c t t h a t no candidate could possibly meet a1 1 the delegates p r i o r t o the convention. I f the impact of the media on v o t i n g i s marginal, and an examination of the three ways i n which the media could i n f l u e n c e v o t i n g would suggest that, a t l e a s t i n t h i s instance, i t was, then M a t f a c t o r s d i d i n f l u e n c e v o t i n g choice and how does t h a t i n f l u e n c e compare w i t h the e ff e c t s o f the media?
When v o t i n g a t the convention o r commitment t o a cand i d a t e are taken as t h e dependent varbabl es then s f g n i f i c a n t rank-order c o r r e l a t i o n s emerge f o r both those variables w i t h province of residence, age, education, occupational status and delegate i d e o l o g i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n .
What t h i s means i s t h a t w h i l e the e f f e c t s o f the media seem t o be minimal, o t h e r s o c i a l and demographic variables
do h e l p e x p l a i n v o t i n g decisions. Thus the media was n o t a kingmaker a t the Progressive Conservative convention though they d i d i n f l u e n c e the convention i n other ways.
Conclusion
I f the media seem l e s s than i n f l u e n t i a l i n the determinat i o n of v o t i n g decisions t h i s does n o t mean t h a t they are e n t i r e l y inconsequential i n the convention s i t u a t i o n . While the media are n o t able, perhaps f o r t u n a t e l y , t o determine who t h e winner w i l l be they have transformed the leadership convention i n t o a media event. I t i s obviously i n t h e p a r t y ' s i n t e r e s t t o accomnodate t h e media since,
p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s seek t o minimize responses t h a t restrict t h e i r freedom t o send an r e c e i v e messages and c r e a t e and d i r e c t support and s k i l l s . In a l l p o l i t i c a l Impact I s systems, these u t i l i t i e s c r e a t e a dependence on a c c e s s Marginal t o mass contnunications and through i t t o publics--in terns ~u t Need Created of b o t h transmission and r e c e p t i o n . 1 8
This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y necessary i n Canada since given the e x t e n t o f p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l cleavages among the populat i o n along ethnic, language and regional l i n e s , the p a r t i e s a t t h e federal l e v e l must present themselves as p a r t i e s o f u n i t y and accommodation.
Thus the p a r t i e s use the media t o create an image o f a u n i f i e d , vigorous and determined p a r t y i n the minds of the electorate. I n such circumstances there i s 1 i t t l e hope t h a t delegates w i l l be permitted t o engage i n pol i c y debates o r other a c t i v i t i e s which might d i s p l a y the very r e a l d i f -ferences and antagonisms i n the p a r t y . The delegates are, T a i l o r e d TO therefore, treated as residual paraphernalia w i t h 1 i t t l e S u i t J o u r n a l i s t more t o do than provide applause a t required times w h i l e the convention i t s e l f i s t a i l o r e d t o s u i t j o u r n a l i s t s ; there was one j o u r n a l i s t f o r about every three delegates a t t h e Conservative convention, t o the obvious chagrin o f t h e del ega tes .
Moreover, the l a c k of delegate p a r t i c i p a t i o n means t h a t coverage i s centred on p a r t y leaders thus encouraging a trend towards the c a n a l i z a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l debate around a small number o f p e r s o n a l i t i e s .
Given such developments i t i s d i f f Y c y l t t o agree w i t h Smileyh' conclusion t h a t the media have been one o f the factors c o n t r i b u t i n g t o a more open .and democratic convent i o n process.
--
While t h e media do n o t p l a y t h e r o l e o f kingmaker a t Canadian conventions they do influence the convention process, perhaps i n a deleterious way. Moreover, t h e suspic i o n w i t h which t h e delegates m a n i f e s t l y viewed the media may i n d i c a t e t h a t press support i n some e l e c t i o n s may w e l l be a l i a b i l i t y r a t h e r than an asset. 4 , 1 9 7 1 , p. 1 0 7 .   C o u r t n e y , 2. g . , p. 1 4 8 . H . J a c e k e t . a 1 . , " S o c i a l A r t i c u l a t i o n and A g g r e g a t i o n i n P o l i t i c a l P a r t y --O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n a Large Canadian C i t y , " 
